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Water Bills Increasing to Fund Sewer Debt Refinancing Plan 
 

Beginning in May 2016, the utility and emergency services bill will increase by $3.75 
per month.  This increase is necessary to fund refinancing the 2000 sewer bond with a new 
lower interest loan.  This plan was approved by the City Council in February of this year. 

Refinancing the 2000 sewer bonds will save the City $900,000 and shorten the term of 
the present loan by 10-years.  The annual loan cost with the refinanced loan will cost 
approximately $37,000 more per year than the present USDA Rural Development loan 
payment.  The $3.75 per month increase will fund the additional loan payment cost. 

Although commonly referred to as the “Water Bill”, the monthly utility and emergency 
services bill pays for much more than just the cost to operate the water system.  See the pie 
chart below that shows the parts of the monthly bill, their respective cost per month, and their 
percentage of the total bill. 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Last Months   
Photo Location: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This Month’s Photo:  Hint..this month’s location 
                                  is not located on Main St.                              
 
 
 
 
                                                                      Historic Committee members, city employees and family members may not participate. 
  

Congratulations to Debbie Crisp! She recognized this as the logo located on 
the north side of Union Market. Built in 1912, the building first located 
Cock Bros. Furniture and Undertaking. You can still slightly make out the 
original business name. The Coca Cola sign is a welcome sign to thirsty 
travelers and residents of Union. Debbie, you can come pick up your prize!       
 

Bring Mom 
 Just For The Halibut 

The 4th Annual Halibut Dinner in Union, at the High School Gym 
On Saturday, May 7th, 2016 

Two seating’s……..4 t0 6pm  and  6 to 8pm 
 

$20.00 per plate (Fresh baked halibut, baked potato, coleslaw, bread, dessert & Pepsi) 
$5.00 for a hot dog plate 

You may also pre-order uncooked fresh halibut for $25.00 a pound. 
 

All proceeds will benefit Booster Club Projects, Union High School & Jr High Sports & Clubs 
 

Call now to reserve your tickets and seating time ~or~ purchase tickets on line at 
www.eventbrite.com  click on Discover Events (small charge per ticket) 

 
For more information or tickets call Rose at 541~910~5986 

 

Hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

   Union’s Historic Preservation Committee wants to raise community awareness of historic preservation and promote 
better awareness of architectural details, cultural history and Union’s historic past.  Drop off your guess at City Hall or 
email your guess to cityhall@cityofunion.com.  A prize will be awarded to the winner!   
 
 

 

This ad paid for by the Union Booster Club 

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION CONTEST 
 

There is an open position on the 
Historic Preservation Committee 

 

 

Want local information, meeting 
notices, local happenings? 
 
‘Like’  City of Union,  
Oregon Facebook Page  

Winner will be announced in next month’s newsletter                                                                                                                                            
Good Luck! 

 

 

http://www.eventbrite.com/
mailto:cityhall@cityofunion.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Mayor’s Corner 
 

    I am willing to meet with anyone by 
appointment at City Hall to answer any 
questions or concerns you may have 
about the city, city employees, council 
and various projects going on around 
town. 
 

   This way we can limit false rumors and 
accusations from spreading around the 
city like wildfire. 
 

 

 

This ad paid for by Service Master Restore 

 

  Quote of the month…. 
 
 
       We can complain because rose 

bushes have thorns, or rejoice because thorn 
 

     ~ Abraham Lincoln 

  bushes have roses. 
 

  

Call Before You Dig! 
It’s the Law! 

 

 

Do You Plan To Build This Spring? 
 

Regardless of what you are building, you will need to check 
with City Hall Planning Department. 

 
The city requires all new construction, either built on site, 
or delivered, to have a City of Union pre-build permit. 
We will also help you determine if you  
need a building permit from Union County. 
 

Note:  Always check with City Hall Planning 
Department regarding set back requirements. 
 

For questions concerning building and setbacks call  
city hall at 541-562-5197 

 

Before  you do  
any spring projects 
be sure to call 
before you dig! 
 
 

IT’S FREE! 

 



 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

           From The Fire Chief…. 
 
  
Volunteer Appreciation Awards: 
 

Saturday March 12th a volunteer appreciation dinner was hosted by Union 
Rural Fire.  Volunteer awards were presented to:  
 
EMS volunteer of the year ~ Pam Forrest 
Fire Fighter volunteer of the year ~ Cisco Maestas 
All around volunteer for Fire/EMS of the year ~ Larry Lewis 
 

Thank you to all of Union’s volunteers for your continued service!! 
     

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

SPRING CLEAN UP DAY! 

APRIL 30TH 
9:00 ~ 12:00 

UNION RESIDENTS ONLY 
 

Clean Yard Debris Only! 
*dry leaves 
* dry grass 

*dry clippings 
*no tires 

 

One Load Per Household 
Proof of residency is required 

 
NO GARBAGE 

NO ASHES 
NO IRON or METAL 

 

 



 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Code Enforcement Officer Wanted 
  
Less than part time person wanted to fill the City of Union's code enforcement officer position. 
Approximately 12-15 hours a week. The essence of the position is communication skills and the ability to 
establish relationships with citizens. Must have a genuine customer friendly attitude. Employee may 
perform some of the following duties: conduct field investigations, respond to citizen complaints, maintain 
accurate documentation, take photographs, drive city vehicle, determine proper method to resolve 
violation, skilled at deal with difficult people, prepare evidence,  
work in and around hazardous environments, work along,  
work indoors and outdoors, write citations, go before a judge,  
good writing skills, Word processing skills. 
  
For more details the job description can be picked up at city hall  
or on the city website www.cityofunion.com. Job application can be picked up 
 at city hall 342 S. Main Street Union, Oregon 97883. Deadline to apply is April 12th,  at 5 pm. 
 

 

Council Meets for Goal Setting 
 
Union City Council hunkered down at the 
Oregon State Experiment Station Saturday 
March 26th to hash out goals and priorities 
for the city for the 2016 year. 
 
It's a great place for the Council to roll up 
their sleeves and get going on what's really 
important.  
 
 They reviewed comments from the public 
and suggestions submitted by staff. These 
issues were discussed in an informal but 
productive way.  Council holds this goal 
setting each year at about the same time. 
 
 

 

 

Some of the proposed priorities are listed 
in the photo.  A final list will be printed in 
next month’s newsletter for your review.  
Prior to brainstorming Council reflected on 
accomplishments from last year, those 
include; collaboration with local social 
groups in Union, seeking funds for 
downtown revitalization plan and library 
funding. 
 
 As volunteers, City Council puts in 
countless hours to the community.  A 
special thank you to Mayor Ken McCormack, 
Council President Doug Osburn and 
Councilors Randy Knop, Ski Mitsch, Matt 
Later, John Farmer and Coy Wilde. 
 

 

 

City of Union is an equal opportunity provider and employer 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

If you would like to advertise your monthly event or activity email cityhall@cityofunion.com or 
call 541-562-5197. 
 
ORGANIZATION MEETING DATE LOCATION TIME PHONE 
Booster Club Meeting   6:00 pm  
City of Union Chamber 2nd Tues of the month  12:30  unionchamber@eoni.com 

City Council 2nd Mon of the month City Hall 7:00 pm 541-562-5197 
CUP Medical Association 2nd  Wed of the month City Hall 5:00 pm 541-562-6134 

Order of Eastern Star 2nd Wed of the month Masonic Hall 7:30 pm 541-805-0779 
EMS Department 1st  Mon of the month Rural Fire Hall 7:00 pm 541-910-6002 
EOLS Board 2nd Tues of the month EOLS Club House 7:30 pm 541-562-5631 
Food Bank 3rd Friday of the month Union Baptist Church 10-11:30am 541-562-5531 
Friends of the Library 2nd  Tuesday of the month Union Library 7:00 pm 541-562-5807 
Grande Ronde Valley Masonic 3rd Wed of the month Masonic Hall 7:30pm  
Library Board 3rd Wed of the month Library 4:00 pm 541-562-5811 
Lions Club 1st  Wed of the month Union Library 5:30 pm PO Box 337 
Planning Commission 3rd Wed of the month City Hall 7:00 pm 541-562-5197 
Senior Lunch Every Tuesday Methodist Church 12:00 pm 541-562-5675 
School Board 2nd Wed of the month Athletic Complex 7:00 pm 541-562-5166 
South County Health Dist 3rd Tues of the month Health Clinic 7:00 pm 541-562-6180 
TOPS Every Wednesday United Methodist Church 8:30 am 541-562-9009 
VFW Bingo EveryWednesday night VFW Hall 5 pm 541-562-6035 
VFW Formal meeting 1st Thursday of month VFW Hall 7 pm 541-562-6035 
Weight Watchers Every Monday Library 5:30 pm 541-910-4889 
                                    

City of Union is an equal opportunity provider and employer 
 

 

  

Riding into the flood… .. 
 

     Lou Snider wasn’t wearing his thinking cap the day he rode to town, in the spring of 1881.  Catherine 
Creek was flooding and Snider found the bridge surrounded by water and floating ~ he decided to try 
fording above the bridge.  
     He realized his mistake once in the fast water but by then it was almost too late.  The horse and rider 
were swept toward the bridge.  Snider dug in his spurs and coaxed his mount against the current.  It was 
in vain and all indications were they would be swept under the bridge.  Snider reached out with more 
strength than he knew he possessed and pushed himself and the horse away from the bridge and into 
more shallow water. 
    Snider later said, he knew for a fact that he was more headstrong than his horse… 
”If it was his intentions to under the bridge it was mine to go around.”   
On the was out of town Lou Snider took no chance.  He crossed below the bridge. 

 

City of Union Victorian Heritage Centennial Album 
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